Metastatic meningioma WHO grade II of the cervical spine: case report and review of the literature.
The authors report a rare case of metastatic atypical meningioma WHO grade II involving the dorso-lateral region of the cervical spine and causing spinal cord compression in a 76-year-old man. The patient was treated surgically in June 1998 for an atypical parasagittal meningioma in the right frontal lobe. Local recurrence with extension to the left hemisphere required surgical treatment in January 2000, and in December 2000 recurrence caused paraplegia of the lower extremities and paresis of the left arm. A 3 (rd) operation was carried out in January 2001, followed by radiotherapy with a total dose of 45 Gy. The patient presented again in March 2003 because of pain in the neck and a progredient new paresis and paresthesia of the right arm. Computed tomogram of the cervical spine showed a large tumor with compression of the spinal cord. MRI was not possible due to a pacemaker which had been implanted in the meantime. Surgical subtotal removal of the tumor via hemilaminectomy of the 3 (rd) and 4 (th) cervical vertebrae was performed. After decompression of the cervical spine the paresis of the right arm improved, the paraplegia of the legs and the left arm, existing since December 2000, remained unchanged. Histological findings of the cranial lesions and the metastatic lesion had a similar appearance and were compatible with atypical meningioma (WHO grade II).